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We are going to be taking a detour out of our study of Deuteronomy this 

morning to consider the sanctity of marriage. In just over two weeks the 

citizens of Minnesota will be asked to vote on amending the Minnesota 

constitution to read: “only a union of one man and one woman shall be valid 

or recognized as a marriage in Minnesota.”  

   

My goal this morning is to show you how this issue is not just a social, 

political or even moral issue. It is a deeply spiritual issue.  

 

We are in the midst of an intense war against marriage. The Bible says, “Let 

Marriage be held in honor among all” (Heb. 13:4). Yet, we live in a 

culture/world dominated by… 

 

1. divorce 

2. cohabitation 

3. pornography 

4. adultery 

5. fornication 

6. sexual abuse 

7. and increasingly, homosexuality 

 

The question is why is there such a war against marriage?  
 

Why is our culture becoming increasingly opposed to traditional  

biblically-defined marriage? 
 

Why does God express such intense anger toward adultery and  

 sexual immorality? 
 

Why does God hate divorce (Mal. 2:16)? 
 

Why does God pronounce judgment on those who persist in homosexual 

behavior? 

 

The answer is that marriage is about something infinitely greater than two 

people’s love for each other. Marriage is ultimately about the glory of God. 

The war against marriage is a spiritual war driven by Satan himself. There’s 

nothing that Satan distains worse than the glory of God. Therefore he will do 

anything and everything he can to destroy beauty and sanctity of marriage 

because marriage is ultimately about the glory of God.  

 

The ultimate purpose of marriage is to glorify God by reflecting Christ 

to one another as a living portrait of the Gospel.  

 

10 Biblical reasons the sanctity of marriage should be honored: 
    (treat marriage with reverence out of reverence for God)  

 

1. God created marriage as a reflection of Himself. 

 

To state the most obvious, marriage was God’s idea, not mans.  

(Gen 1:27-28a) 

 

This blessing was to be fulfilled through the divine institution of 

marriage. In Gen. 2 God creates Eve out Adam’s rib and because she 

was “taken out of man” vs. 24 says, “For this reason a man shall 

leave his father and mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall 

become one flesh.”  

 

Marriage was ordained by God as a reflection of the very core of 

who He created us to be—created in His image as both male and 

female.  

 

2. Marriage was reserved for the crown of God’s creation as image 

bearers of Himself. (Gen. 1) 

 
God pronounced that everything He created was “good.” But the 

very last of His creation, the crowning feature, He pronounced “very 

good” because the crowning jewel of His creation was created in His 

very own image as both male and female. And for mankind alone 

was reserved this blessing of marriage.  

 

Animals would procreate and multiply. But they would not enjoy the 

delights of a “one-flesh” relationship of marriage as a distinct family 

unit.  

 

The beauty and significance of marriage is heightened by the fact 

that it is reserved for image bearers of God.  

 

3. Marriage reflects the glory of God. 

 
Marriage as it’s meant to be should reflect the beauty, character, and 

nature of God. The triune God—Father, Son, Holy Spirit—is by 

nature a relational God. That’s why Gen. 1:26 says, “Let Us make 



man in Our image.”
1
 Peter Scazzero refers to the Trinity as “Communion 

of [divine] persons giving and receiving love.”
2 

 

Marriage was intended to celebrate the glory of the relational, triune 

God. Marriage is to reflect the glory of God’s covenant faithfulness, 

His purity, His holiness, and His self-sacrificial giving love.  

 
4. Marriage is at the core of God’s original blessing on the human 

race (before the fall). 
 

Immediately after God created us in His image as both male and 

female, Gen. 1:27 says, “He blessed them and said, be fruitful and 

multiply, fill the earth and subdue it.”  

 

This means that biblical marriage is fundamental to society. In Gen. 

2:24, the family unit born out of a marriage is the most basic 

structure of society. (molecule or DNA of society) 

 

If we abandon marriage as God defines it (the inseparable, living, 

union of one man and one woman as one flesh), we are abandoning 

His blessing on the human race.  

 

5. God did not abandon His blessing on marriage after the fall, 

though it was deeply impacted by sin.  

 

In Gen. 3, when man fell into sin, marriage was corrupted by the 

distorted perversion of man’s heart. Yet God did not withdraw the 

blessing of marriage. Marriage is still good but it is now also hard 

because our hearts have been corrupted by sin.  

 

The fall impacted marriage dramatically. Adam and Even made loin 

coverings, because shame had entered their hearts and marriage. 

When God confronts them for their sin, blame and self-justification 

enter marriage as Adam blames Eve, and Eve attempts to justify 

herself by blaming the serpent.  

 

                                                 
1
 Father (Gen 1:1); Son (Col 1:16); Holy Spirit (Gen 1:2) 

2
 Peter Scazzero. “The Pastor’s Marriage: A Taste and Pointer to Heaven” 

workbook, p. 3. 

Yet, even though marriage would now be difficult because of self-

centered sinful hearts, God would not abandon it as His blessing. 

Marriage is still good.  

 

6. Marriage is inseparably linked to God’s primary purposes in 
and through the gospel.  

 

The next several points illustrate this point for us but let me here just 

point you to (Eph. 5:24-32).  

 

 “But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be 

to their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as 

Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, so that He 

might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with 

the word, that He might present to Himself the church in all her 

glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she 

would be holy and blameless. So husbands ought also to love their 

own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves 

himself; for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and 

cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church, because we are 

members of His body. FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS 

FATHER AND MOTHER AND SHALL BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO 

SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH. This mystery is great; but I am speaking 

with reference to Christ and the church.” 

 

The Holy Spirit doesn’t just use marriage as an illustration of Christ 

and the church. The very purpose of marriage is so intricately tied to 

the gospel that we can say, God created us male and female so that 

marriage could portray the relationship between Christ and the 

church.  

 

7. Marriage is the finest parable of Christ and the church. 

 

The Bible begins and ends with marriage (Gen. 1- Rev. 19). Not only 

does Genesis begin with the marriage of Adam and Eve, but there is 

a marriage-like relationship between God and man in the Garden of 

Eden. Adam and Eve experienced what it meant to be fully known 

and fully loved by God with no fear of rejection.  

Revelation draws the Bible to a close with the great marriage feast of 

the Lamb as Christ takes the church as His bride to Himself for 

eternal communion of love,  “Let us rejoice and be glad and give the 



glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride 

has made herself ready.” It was given to her to clothe herself in fine 

linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the 

saints. Then he said to me, “Write, ‘Blessed are those who are 

invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.’” (Rev. 19:7-9a) 

The rest of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation is the unfolding 

story of God’s redemption and restoration of His people—His bride.  

 

In Eph. 5 Paul discusses the roles of husbands and wives, illustrating 

how they parallel the roles of Christ and the church. In vs. 31 & 32 

he says, “FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND 

MOTHER AND SHALL BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL 

BECOME ONE FLESH. This mystery is great; but I am speaking with 

reference to Christ and the church.” 

 

8. God uses marriage to advance His redemptive purposes in our 

lives now, reversing the imprint of the curse.  

 

In other words, marriage is a tool of sanctification in God’s hand. 

That is, God uses marriage to make us like Christ (if we are 

teachable and respond with repentance, obedience, and faith).  

 

I Peter 2:21-25 reminds us of the sinless, selfless, sacrificial, God-

centered life of Jesus. “For you have been called for this purpose, 

since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to 

follow in His steps, 
22 

WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT 

FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; 
23 

and while being reviled, He did not revile in 

return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting 

Himself to Him who judges righteously; 
24 

and He Himself bore our 

sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to 

righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. 
25 

For you were 

continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the 

Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.” 

• Vs. 21-22: sinless 

• Vs. 23a: selfless 

• Vs. 23b: God-centered 

• Vs. 24: sacrificial 

 

Then, chapter 3 begins, “In the same way, you wives be submissive 

to your own husbands…” And 3:7 picks up with “You husbands, in 

the same way, live with your wives in an understanding way…and 

grant her honor.”  

 

In other words, both husbands and wives are to follow the pathway 

of the cross. Wives are to die to their independent spirit, and 

husbands are to die to their self-centered hearts.  

 

Let me say it to you this way: God uses marriage to do the deepest 

heart-work of the gospel in your life. He wants to redeem attitudes in 

your heart that He brings to the surface in context and security of a 

covenant relationship. Marriage will reveal the depth of our 

depravity, exposing our need for the redemptive power of the gospel.  

  

9. Marriage is the means by which the gospel can most effectively 

be modeled to children. 
 

The best way to show you this is to examine God’s blueprint for 

marriage. Eph 5 articulates the primary marriage roles of headship 

and submission. (vs. 22-27)  

 

What is a husband’s headship? It is the sacrificial love of dying to 

self in taking responsibility to serve his family by leading them in the 

way of God’s blessing.  

 

What is a wife’s submission? It is the surrender of one’s self-

centeredness to supply her gifts for the benefit of another. (Not the 

inequality of servitude or suppression). Living under the loving 

authority and sacrificial leadership of your husband.  

 

The picture of a husband’s role is Golgatha—modeling the death of 

Christ. The picture of the wife’s submission is Gethsemane—

modeling the surrendered life of Christ. Together they live the gospel 

as they reflect to each other and their children the life and death of 

Jesus.   

 

The key of course if for both of them to take on the mind of Christ in 

Philippians 2—to set the needs of the other ahead of their own. And 

when children see their parents mimic the surrendered life and 

sacrificial death of Jesus, they will be drawn to the Gospel.  

 

 



10. Because marriage is central to God’s plan, it is fundamental to 
all aspects of society.  

 

We need biblically defined marriage because: 

• Marriage is the most basic institution of society 

• Marriage is clearly defined sexuality impacts our identity 

(the distinctions are important) 

• Marriage is a necessary parable of the Gospel for a society 

lost in sin.  

• Marriage is an expression of God’s blessing. 

 

The ultimate purpose of marriage is to glorify God by reflecting Christ 

to one another as a living portrait of the Gospel.  

 
Now, I set before you these 10 reasons to honor the sanctity of marriage 

between one man and one woman because they help us understand the 

serious departure of homosexuality.  

 

1. Homosexuality is an assault against the sanctity of marriage at 
every level. It is a rejection of God’s design for mankind and God’s 

purpose for marriage. It is a mockery of the very gospel by which we 

are saved. It is a rejection of God’s blessing. It creates confusion 

about sexual identity. It assaults the uniqueness of both maleness and 

femaleness. It misrepresents God by those created male and female 

in His image. It destroys the living parable of the gospel.  

 

2. Homosexuality is a mark of God’s judgment on those who have 
rejected God. (Romans 1:18-32) 

Homosexuality is the outward visible judgment of God on man for 

rejecting His image in which they were created (male and female) 

and exchanging the truth of God for a lie, which is idolatry. In a 

sense God is saying, “You reject me at the very core of who you are, 

so I will give you over to something that does not reflect me.”  

 
This is so serious that vs. 32 reminds us that homosexuality is a sin 

worthy of death.  

 

3. Our response to those given to homosexuality (and even those 

who give hearty approval to it) should be one of compassion. Not 

only should we be disturbed by the sin, we need to recognize the 

gravity of God’s judgment and wrath on those who have rejected 

Him, and be moved with compassion to plead with God to have 

mercy on them, and bring them to repentance to truly reflect the 

image of God in Christ.  

 

4. God’s grace is gloriously sufficient to redeem those given to 

homosexuality. (I Cor. 6:9-11) 

 
This is the message of the gospel: A life of unrelenting sin—

persistently rejecting God without repentance bars you from the 

kingdom of heaven. But any man, regardless of his sin, who repents 

and surrenders His life to Christ in faith, will be washed, sanctified, 

and justified. He will be made new and declared righteous before 

God! 

 

This is the hope and love of the gospel that we set before all men.  

 
On Nov 6, you will be asked to vote on this question: “Shall the Minnesota 

constitution be amended to provide that only a union of one man and one 

woman shall be valid or recognized as a marriage in Minnesota?” If passed 

(blank votes are counted as no votes), the Minnesota constitution will read, 

“only a union of one man and one woman shall be valid or recognized as a 

marriage in Minnesota.”  

 

So why is it important that Christians take a stand on the marriage 

amendment—and vote yes!?  

 

1. For the glory of God. To honor the gift of marriage as a reflection of 

God and His gospel.  

2. For the good of the nation.  

A nation that calls good evil and evil good will not stand under the 

favor of God (Isaiah 5:20). Prov. 14:34 - “Righteousness exalts a 

nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people.”  

3. To guard against further erosions of freedom.  

 

The marriage amendment does not discriminate against 

homosexuals. It does not take away any of their current rights. But it 

does preserve religious freedom and the freedom of speech.  

 

If genderless “marriage” becomes the law of the land:  

 

• Our society will have an increasing number of children who 

will be denied a mother or father.  

 



• We can be accused of hate crimes and other “legal” 

harassment for preaching and teaching what the Bible says 

about marriage and homosexuality.  

 

I’m not just blowing steam here. In places like Massachusetts and 

Washington D.C. where a marriage amendment does not exist, 

religious liberties have already been taken away.  

• Religious groups that have refused to make their facilities 

available for same-sex ceremonies have lost their state tax 

exemption 

• Catholic charities in Boston and Washington D.C. that have 

been unwilling to compromise their definition of marriage 

have been forced to close their charitable adoption agencies.  

• Wedding professionals have been fined for refusing to 

participate in same-sex ceremonies. 

• Doctors, lawyers, accountants, and other licensed 

professionals risk their state licenses if they act on their 

belief that only heterosexual marriage is valid. For example, 

a counselor could be penalized for not condoning 

homosexual relationships.  
 

A number of objections have been raised against the marriage amendment 

(see brochures on back table). For example: 

 

a. People say that confronting/opposing homosexuality is non-loving. 

This is not the case when you understand what the Bible says about 

homosexuality. The most loving thing we can do is to warn people of 

God’s judgment against their sin and announce God’s offer of grace 

to those who repent and follow Christ. 

 

b. People say: “I don’t agree with homosexuality, but I don’t have the 

right to tell someone else how to live.” The marriage amendment is 

not about telling people how they should live (anyone could still be a 

practicing homosexual); its about redefining the most basic element 

of society that will effect everyone in society. Redefining marriage to 

“include” homosexuality will affect you.  

 

You would never condone theft, bullying, abuse, or lying in society. 

You say, “yea, but these things all cause injury to someone else.” All 

sexual perversion causes injury. Like pornography which at first 

blush may not appear to be hurting another person yet is 

physiologically altering the brain of the one who has ongoing 

exposure. All these other offenses like bullying, theft, or lying are 

secondary offenses. But sexual perversion is a primary offense 

because it distorts the very core of who we are.  

 

Finally, the most important thing you can do is make the gospel the center of 

your marriage. It is one thing for us to speak out on these matters, but it’s 

much greater for the world to see the transforming power of the gospel lived 

out in marriages that reflect God’s design.  


